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MISSOULA HELLGATE STUDENT NAMED MIEA JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 
MISSOULA -
Kyle Sample, sports editor of the Missoula Hellgate High School “Lance,” has been 
named Montana’s High School Journalist of the Year, an award that carries a $1,000 
scholarship from the Montana Newspaper Association.
Sample was selected from eight high school seniors who were nominated for the honor 
by their high school journalism advisers as part of the 2005 Montana Interscholastic Editorial 
Association contest.
The annual contest, sponsored by The University of Montana School of Journalism and 
the MNA, offers competition in writing, photography and design. It is judged by Montana 
newspaper professionals and UM journalism faculty members.
“Sample runs his section as if it were a professional sports section,” the judges wrote in 
evaluating the senior’s work in the past year. “In his year as sports editor, he has brought 
creativity, energy and keen news sense to the pages of the ‘Lance.’ Sample’s pages enjoy 
vibrant layouts. His vision of sports news is expansive. Rather than restrict himself to 
formulaic coverage, he has broken the mold for high school sports journalism in Montana.”
Student newspapers that took top honors in the Pacesetter competition for best high 
school newspaper were the Great Falls High School “Iniwa” (Class AA), Poison High School
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“Salishian” (Class A), the Jefferson High School “Panther Press” (Class B), and the Sheridan 
High School “Passamari” (Class C).
Another top award, the Student Free Press Award, went to the staff of the Libby High 
School “Tamarack,” where student journalists published a series on teen sexuality and 
deflected an attempt at censorship.
“This is an inspiring example of dedicated, idealistic students taking on the hard and 
sometimes uncomfortable task of journalism, and handling it with flying colors. It gives the lie 
to the fears of some educators, administrators and judges that high school students are not 
mature enough to handle the responsibilities of a free press,” wrote UM J-School professor 
Clem Work, who judged that portion of the competition.
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